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MAF OCR LADIES ATTENDED THE ANNUAL CAMP MOORE REENACTMENT - NOV. 17, 2018   IN THIS ISSUE 

What We Do 

     We support all endeavors 

sponsored by the Mississippi 

Division, Sons of Confederate 

Veterans. Each chapter is free to 

focus on activities important to 

its own sponsoring SCV Camp as 

well as supporting SCV state and 

national efforts. The OCR will 

support all endeavors sponsored 

by the SCV, including but not 

limited to, the preservation of 

ALL Confederate symbols. That 

support, as well as ideas and 

talents will determine the 

direction each OCR Chapter will 

take. 

 

Purpose  

     We assist the Mississippi 

Division Sons of Confederate 

Veterans and the local camps in 

historical, educational, 

benevolent, and social functions, 

especially the preservation of 

Confederate symbols.  It is a 

way for you to support our 

Confederate heritage, which is 

now under attack. We formed in 

1993 to aid and further the 

cause of the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, and to support all 

endeavors sponsored by the SCV. 

 

Membership  

     The Order of Confederate 

Rose is open to all ladies, twelve 

years of age or older, regardless 

of ancestry. It is non-racial, 

non-political, and non-sectarian. 

The Order of Confederate Rose 

will not compete with the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy, or 

with any other genealogical 

organization.  We invite members 

from other genealogical 

organizations to join with us. 

Christmas Care Packages for 

troops deployed overseas 
 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
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The  

Brandi Gray  
 

November comes, and November goes, with the last red berries, and the first white 

snows. We had a great month! We started with a presentation of money raised 

from our bake sale at the Rankin Greys Camp meeting for Mr. Bobby Joe Denton 

and his medical expenses. Members Jamie Hamblin and Susan Cook stuffed 

hundreds of mail outs for our upcoming reunion; great work ladies!! During our 

November meeting, the ladies and Camp 265 members signed Christmas cards for 

our troops overseas and voted to send care packages to three family members who 

are currently deployed. Charla Lewis, VP did an awesome job leading the meeting 

and was able to get a lot accomplished. Charla Lewis, Robbie Lewis, Robin Pitts, 

and rosebud Carly Alsup then represented us at Camp Moore’s Annual Living 

History & Re-enactment in Tangipahoa, LA. Operation Christmas Cards for 

Troops were sent off in time for the upcoming Christmas holiday and care 

packages were also mailed off. Next up, was our Salvation Army Bell Ringing Day 

at Bass Pro on November 21st where our OCR ladies and SCV members rang the 

bells from 10 AM - 8:00 PM. Special thanks to Mrs. Robbie Lewis for setting this 

event up. We got fantastic feedback from the public, and that definitely sheds a 

positive light on us all. We will be adopting a Christmas Child for the upcoming 

December meeting, so bring your pocketbook to make a donation towards the little 

girl’s list, so I can get that turned in. Thank you all for your hard work and 

dedication throughout the year. See you at the VA Christmas Shoppes. I look 

forward to what the New Year will bring and standing alongside each of you in our 

endeavors. 

 

 

 November Meeting – 
Saturday, November 3rd     

 Attended Camp Moore 
Reenactment – Saturday, 
November 17th   

 Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing at Bass Pro – 
November 21st  

 Packed care packages for 
troops overseas and sent 
Christmas Cards to troops 
in Europe  

 Salvation Army Angel 
Tree 

 

ON THE HOME 
FRONT! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Facebook: Order of Confederate Rose Mary Ann Forrest Chapter 

Website: www.maryannforrestocr.com 

E-mail: maryannforrestocr@yahoo.com 

Brandi Gray – President – 601-896-8652 

Charla Lewis – Vice-President – Editor – 
charlie_070485@yahoo.com  

Chapter Events –
November 2018 

 
 

OFFICERS:  

Brandi Gray – President 

Charla Lewis – Vice-President  

Robin Pitts – Secretary  

 

Susan also sends us 
this picture of the 

Kittrell Springs 
Confederate 

Cemetery marker in 
NC. 

From one of her recent trips, 
Susan Jones sends us this 
picture of the Confederate 
Woman’s Home Cemetery in 
Fayetteville, NC.   
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The MAF OCR ladies were honored to be able to once again ring the Salvation Army Christmas Bells 
this holiday season. This year, our Camp # 265 men joined us. This has become a MAF OCR tradition, 
and we look forward to continuing this service to our community year after year.  
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This Christmas season, the MAF OCR decided to send 
Christmas care packages to three soldiers deployed overseas, as 
well as send 50 Christmas cards to soldiers stationed in Europe. 

We thank our host camp for all their support! What a true 
blessing this was! We encourage other OCR chapters to get 

involved with these worthy causes.  

MAF OCR Members and Camp 

# 265 Rough and Ready’s each 

wrote personal notes and 

signed Christmas cards for 

soldiers stationed in Europe 

this Christmas season.  



YHTHE          THE REBEL ROSE MAF OCR    | Issue 31  

 

 

The  

 

BULLET POINTS – Mary Ann Forrest UPCOMING EVENTS WITH RANKIN 
ROUGH & READY’S CAMP # 265 & OTHER SURROUNDING CAMPS 

OCR MAF EVENTS  

1. VA Hospital Christmas Shoppe – Saturday December, 8th at the VA Hospital – 8:00 A.M.  

2. VA State Nursing Home Christmas Shoppe – Saturday, December 15th – 1:00 P.M.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas and the Civil War  
 

Taken from:  
https://www.civilwarwomenblog.com/civil-war-christmas/ 

 

The most famous Christmas gift of the war was sent by telegram from General William Tecumseh Sherman to 
President Abraham Lincoln on December 22, 1864. "I beg to present you as a Christmas gift, the city of Savannah," 
wrote Sherman, "with 100 and 50 guns and plenty of ammunition, also about 25,000 bales of cotton." 

But General Sherman's soldiers did not forget about the impoverished Southerners. On Christmas Day, they loaded 
several wagons full of food and supplies. Using tree branches as antlers, they turned their mules into 'reindeer' and 
delivered their gifts in the ravaged Georgia countryside. The destitute Southerners thanked the jolly Union Santa 
Clauses as the wagons were pulled away by their makeshift reindeer. 

Christmas carols were sung both at home and in the camps by homesick soldiers during the Civil War. Some of the 
most popular were Silent Night, Away in a Manger, Oh Come All Ye Faithful, Joy to the World, What Child Is This? and 
Deck the Halls. But Christmas also made the heart ache for home. Instead of 'bringing in the tree' and caroling, the 
soldier in winter camp was scavenging for firewood. 

 

Taken from: Civil War Celebrations: Holidays and Festivities During the War, In Spite of the War 
By: Patricia B. Mitchell  

 

Kate Cumming summarized Christmas Day, 1863:  

“Miss Womack and myself were up long before daylight making egg-nog, as we had promised some to all in 
the hospital – that is, the convalescents, nurses and cooks. Just at the peep of dawn the little gallery in front of 

our house was crowded with the wounded, come to get their Christmas treat. The scene was worthy of a 
picture. Many of the men were without legs and some without arms, and all of them as cheerful as if they 

had never been maimed. Dr. Hughes did all he could to have a good dinner for the convalescents and nurses. 
They had turkeys, vegetables and pies. I hope that the men in the army fared as well.” 
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Civil War Facebook Pages Spotlight: 

o Ensembles of the Past  
o Where Elephants Fought The 

Movie  

We are always in need of items 
for goodie-bags to distribute at 
our Recruitment Tents. Please, 

let Brandi or Charla know if 
you’d like to help! 

 

Send any pictures or news you 
would like to see printed to 
Charla Lewis for upcoming 

newsletters. The next printing 
will be in November. Deadline to 

submit is Monday, December 
24th. 

charlie_070485@yahoo.com 

Happy Birthday MAF Members 

December 

Susan J. – 12/2 

Michele I. – 12/4 

Tara – 12/17 

Vickie H. – 12/25 

DeDe C. - 12/31 
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The  

Minutes
November 2018 Meeting

Recorded by: Robin Pitts, Secretary  
o In the absence of President, Brandi, Charla, VP, called the meeting to order at 5:15 P.M.  
o Robin read the minutes from October meeting. 1st by Tara and 2nd by Elva to adopt the 

minutes as read; all approved.   
o Old Business –  

o No New Members – Need to work on recruiting  
o Tara and Elva briefed us on the events of Fall Muster 
o Black Roses attended Memorial Service in Tylertown on 10/28 
o Dues are due Jan. 31st $20.00 Full Member; $10.00 Rosebuds  
o June 7-8, 2018 – Division Reunion / OCR Tea – We are helping our host camp host this 

division reunion. Preparations are being made. Goodie bags and table decorations 
are our top priorities.  

o Upcoming Community Service Projects – Salvation Army Bell Ringing at Bass Pro of 
Pearl (November 21st); we will need to dress out, and we want our Camp #265 men to 
help us. 

o December 8th – VA Christmas Shoppe – See gift suggestions posted on Facebook (or in 
this newsletter) - 8:00 A.M.  

o December 15th – Christmas Shoppe at VA Nursing Home – 1:00 P.M. – See gift 
suggestions posted on Facebook (or in this newsletter) 

New Business  
o Christmas Cards being mailed to 50 active duty military service men/woman; we 

signed them tonight at the meeting.   
o Care packages for service men, Maureen’s grandson, Tim’s son, and a friend of Mrs. 

Robbie’s, will be mailed by Thanksgiving.  
o Adopt an angel from the Salvation Army Christmas Tree – Brandi will head this up.   
o Jamie sold $5.00 tickets for Jerry McWilliam’s painting to benefit I-55 flag fund.  

o Deadline to submit news for newsletter is November 26th; Adjourned meeting at 5:30 P.M.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting – Saturday, December 1st, 2018 – See you there! Uncle Buck’s at 
Bass Pro – 5:00 P.M.  

And January 5, 2018  

Suggested gifts for V.A. Christmas Shoppes: 

 

Bath sets - male and female, inexpensive jewelry (Walmart watches), 

boxes of chocolate candy, gloves - men and women, umbrellas, fleece 

blankets, movies, music CD's, tote bags, kitchen towel sets, gift cards, 

toys, inexpensive colognes, body sprays, etc. - men and women, scarf 

sets, purses/wallets, bath towel sets, socks, games, bathrobes - men 

and women, toboggan hats - men and women, & flashlights. 
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