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MARY ANN FORREST OCR PACKS 4 SHOEXBOES FOR OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD. THESE 
BOXES ARE SENT OVERSEAS TO TELL LITTLE CHILDREN ABOUT JESUS.   

 IN THIS ISSUE 

 

What We Do 

     We support all endeavors 

sponsored by the Mississippi 

Division, Sons of Confederate 

Veterans. Each chapter is free to 

focus on activities important to 

its own sponsoring SCV Camp as 

well as supporting SCV state and 

national efforts. The OCR will 

support all endeavors sponsored 

by the SCV, including but not 

limited to, the preservation of 

ALL Confederate symbols. That 

support, as well as ideas and 

talents will determine the 

direction each OCR Chapter will 

take. 

 

Purpose  

     We assist the Mississippi 

Division Sons of Confederate 

Veterans and the local camps in 

historical, educational, 

benevolent, and social functions, 

especially the preservation of 

Confederate symbols.  It is a 

way for you to support our 

Confederate heritage, which is 

now under attack. We formed in 

1993 to aid and further the 

cause of the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, and to support all 

endeavors sponsored by the SCV. 

 

Membership  

     The Order of Confederate 

Rose is open to all ladies, twelve 

years of age or older, regardless 

of ancestry. It is non-racial, 

non-political, and non-sectarian. 

The Order of Confederate Rose 

will not compete with the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy, or 

with any other genealogical 

organization.  We invite members 

from other genealogical 

organizations to join with us. 

Loving Hands Food Pantry Canned 

Food Drive – Florence, MS   
 

 
 

Florence Fest Arts & Crafts and 

Recruitment Tent  

Order of Confederate Rose  
Charla Lewis – Vice-President - Editor  

Brandon, MS 

December 2017 
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The  

Brandi Gray  
 

This has been a whirlwind year for the OCR, and we have 

accomplished so many things in our community. I am so 

proud of our chapter and the work we’ve done to help 

others, and I know December will be our best month ever 

with our work at the VA Christmas Shoppe! I don’t know 

about you but I can’t wait to see the veterans and how 

happy they will be when they come in. Let’s go out with a 

bang ladies! Can’t wait to see what 2018 has in store for us. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy and prosperous 

New Year from my family to yours. 

 

 MAF September Meeting 
– Saturday, November 4th  

 Loving Hands Food Pantry 
Canned Food Drive – 
Saturday, November 4th  

 Florence Fest - Saturday, 
November 11th – Arts & 
Crafts booth and 
recruitment  

 Operation Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes for Missions  

 Visiting with the Lowry 
Rifles Camp Meeting of 
Pearl – November 14th  

 Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing at Bass Pro- 
November 21st    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Facebook: Order of Confederate Rose Mary Ann Forrest Chapter 

Website: www.maryannforrestocr.com 

E-mail: maryannforrestocr@yahoo.com 

Brandi Gray – President – 601-896-8652 

Charla Lewis – Vice-President – Editor – 
charlie_070485@yahoo.com  

 

ON THE HOME 
FRONT! 

Chapter Events –

November 2017 

Pictured:  
Chapter Member, Mrs. Kay 

McWilliams, with her husband, 
Mr. Jerry, were the Rankin Rough 

and Ready’s special guests’ 
speakers at their November 

meeting.   

 
 

OFFICERS:  

Brandi Gray – President 

Charla Lewis – Vice-President  

Robin Pitts – Secretary  
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No New members this month. 

Operation Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes for Missions    

A BIG thank you to these 
wonderful MAF ladies and 
Rankin Rough & Ready’s 

members who came out and 
helped collect canned foods for 
the Loving Hands Food Pantry.  

If you have never joined us at Florence 
Fest, you’re missing out. This year, we 
were entertained my Vice-President, 
Charla’s, cloggers. Many of our ladies 
can craft and paint, so each year we set 

up a booth, sale arts & crafts, and recruit 
other ladies to join us. It’s a FUN time!  



THE REBEL ROSE MARY ANN FORREST OCR CHAPTER #23  
111 11111  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Go see our OCR Christmas 
display at Chautauqua Park 

in Crystal Springs, MS. 
You’ll enjoy the drive 

through the park.   

Talking about a great time! We rang the bells for 

the Salvation Army. We encourage YOU to do 

the same. It’s so heartwarming knowing you’ve 

helped others.  

A special man 
was there the 
night we rang 

bells. He’s 
checking his 

list!  
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OCR ladies travel… Lisa, Brandi, 
Robbie, and Charla traveled to Camp 
Moore in Louisiana for their annual 
reenactment. We had so much fun, 
and were able to see many of our 

SCV friends take part in the battle.  

MAF member, Mrs. Elva, with 
her husband set up and gathered 

signatures for Initiative 62.   

 

MAF member, Mrs. Maureen, 
helps the 172AW in their annual 

project, “Fight to the North Pole.”    

Don’t forget to order your OCR 

pin sash. You collect your own 

pins and wear them on your 

sash. Contact Robbie Lewis at 

roda_127@yahoo.com. There is 

a $5.00 cost to cover materials. 
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OCR MAF EVENTS  

1. Display in Chautauqua Park in Crystal Springs must be set up before November 20th. See Brandi or Mike 

Jones if you have any suggestions or want to help build displays for this event.  

2. Saturday, December 9th – VA Christmas Shoppe - VA Hospital, Jackson, MS. – 7:45 A.M.  

3. Friday, December 15th – VA Nursing Home – VA Christmas Shoppe – 1:00 P.M. – Same event as at the 

VA Hospital, but this one takes place at the VA Nursing Home.  

4. Saturday, February 24th – State OCR meeting at Harvey’s in Tupelo, MS – Time TBA 

 

 

 

 

Confederate Ladies 

C0usins Mary and Mollie Bell 
  

Cousins Mary and Mollie Bell, aliases Bob Martin and Tom Parker, were adolescent farm girls from Virginia. After their uncle left to join the 
Union army, the girls decided to conceal their sex and enlist in a cavalry regiment under the command of Confederate General Jubal Early.  

The Bells served for two years and earned the respect of their comrades for their bravery. Mary was promoted to the rank of Sergeant, and 
Mollie to the rank of Corporal. The girls hid their true identity with the help of their captain, but he was captured in 1864, and the Bells made 

the mistake of telling their secret to a lieutenant, who told General Early.  

The sisters were falsely accused of being ladies of the night, briefly imprisoned, and later sent home, still in uniform. Although their comrades 
attested that the Bells had served their country well, their commanding officer called them common camp followers. 

In late November 1864, Mary and Mollie Bell were released from Castle Thunder. No charges would be brought against them. They were no 
longer listed men and were sent back to their home in Virginia with the same uniforms they had been arrested in.  

~ Taken from civilwarwomenblog.com  

 

Christmas Time   

Christmas during the War Between the States served both as an escape from and as a reminder of the 
awful conflict rendering the peace. Soldiers looked forward to a day of rest and relative relaxation, but 
their moods were tempered by their separation from loved ones. At their homes, their families did their 
best to celebrate the holiday while wondering if/when the vacant chairs would again be filled.  

As you celebrate yuletide, remember to keep Christ in Christmas. Merry Christmas to all! 

 

~ Taken from the Oklahoma Society Order of Confederate Rose Facebook page  
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The  

We are always in need of items 
for goodie-bags to distribute at 
our Recruitment Tents. Please, 

let Brandi or Charla know if 
you’d like to help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday MAF 

Members:  

 

December 

2nd – Susan Jones  

4th – Michele Ingram 

17th – Tara Bradley 

25th – Vicki Herlan 

Civil War Facebook 
Pages Spotlight: 

 Civil War Quotes  

 Truths of History   

Send any pictures or news you 
would like to see printed to Charla 
Lewis for upcoming newsletters. 

The next printing will be in 
September. Deadline to submit is 

Monday, December 25, 2017. 

charlie_070485@yahoo.com 

MAF member, Kathy 
Spratlin completed 

her last radiation 
treatment. She is 
currently selling 
Tupperware. It 

removed PBA from its 
products. PBA has 

been linked to cancer. 
Contact her with any 

questions or if you 
wish to order.    
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The  

Minutes 
November 2017 Meeting 

Recorded by: Robin Pitts, Secretary 
 President Brandi Gray called the meeting to order at 5:05 P.M.  
 Robin read minutes from October meeting. They were accepted and adopted. 1st Michele 

Ingram; 2nd  Amanda Weeks; No oppositions  
 Brandi and Robbie reported out on past and upcoming events. 

o November 4th – Loving Hands Food Pantry Bake Sale and Canned Food Drive at 
Ramey’s (today) was a huge success. Thanks to everyone that helped out in any way.  

o November 11th – Florence Fest – 9:00 A.M. – Arts & Crafts & Recruitment Booth  
o November 20th – Crystal Springs Display set up by today  
o November 21st – Ring Salvation Army Bells at Brass Pro from 3-8 P.M. See Robbie Lewis 

to sign up for a time.  
o December 2nd- Christmas OCR party at Brandi’s House – 5:30 P.M.  
o December 9th – VA Christmas Shoppe – Start buying items the veterans can shop for. 
o Tonight, we packed 4 shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.    

 Deadline to submit news for December newsletter is Monday, November 20th. 
 Presented pictures to the crowd of painting donated by Mr. Jerry McWilliams for an OCR 

raffle.  
o Idea – raffle tickets – money will be used for a scholarship for an area high school 

senior from the MAF OCR Chapter – Cost is $10.00 a chance.  
 Rosebud, Carly Renea Alsup was presented with her certificate and pin.   
 Adjourned meeting at 5:45 P.M.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Christmas Party – Saturday, 
December 2nd – 5:30 P.M. – 

Brandi’s House 

Next Meeting: January 6th 
meeting will be at Bass Pro 

in Pearl. 5:00 P.M.  
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